
 

 

 
 
 

Bridge the Gap Conference 
Strengthening the Partnership for a Well-Trained Workforce 

Friday, December 7, 2007, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

The Callaway Lodge - Callaway Gardens 
 

Agenda 
9:00 – 9:05 a.m. 

Welcome ..................................................................................................................Stella Shulman 

 Executive Vice President, The Jordan Company 

 Chair, Greater Columbus Georgia Chamber of Commerce 
  

9:05 – 9:15 a.m. 

Continuing to Strengthen the Partnership...............................................................Steve Melton 

 President, Columbus Bank & Trust 

 Chair, Partnership for Workforce Development 

 Dr. John Phillips 

 Superintendent, Muscogee County School System 
 

9:15 – 9:45 a.m. 

Skills Gap Results........................................................................................................Debbie Lane 

Provided by the University of Georgia’s Fanning Institute President 

 The Leadership Edge 
 

9:45 – 9:55 a.m. 

Break/Move to Breakout Sessions 
 

9:55 – 10:35 a.m. 

Break Out Session ...................................................................................... Designated Facilitators 

• Utilizing the Skills Gap presentation information and the ideas from the 2006 BTG 

session, please recommend 1) Two actions the school systems must take to ensure a 

well-trained workforce, and 2) Two actions the business community must take to 

ensure a well-trained workforce.  
 

10:35 – 10:40 a.m. 

Move back to Loblio Ballroom 
 

10:40 – 11:15 a.m. 

Ideas Presentation by Groups ................................................................. Debbie Lane, Facilitator 
  

11:15 – 11:45 a.m. 

Identifying 2008 Priorities Roundtable Discussion and Champions 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
11:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Lunch 
 

12:15 – 1:00 p.m. 

Economics of Education ........................................................................ Steve Dolinger, President 

 Georgia Partnership for Excellence in Education 
 

1:00 – 1:30 p.m. 

Economics of Education Roundtable Discussions 
 

1:30 – 1:40 p.m. 

Break 
 

1:40 – 2:00 p.m. 

Inter City 2007 Big Idea.................................................................................... Dr. Peggy Connell 

Enterprise Village/Finance Park/Career Cove - Stavros Institute Chief Academic Office 

 Muscogee County School District 
 

2:00 – 2:30 p.m. 

What Are Our Next Steps?.........................................................................................Debbie Lane 
  

2:30 – 2:40 p.m. 

Closing Remarks ........................................................................................................Steve Melton 

 Dr. John Phillips 

 

 

Thank you . . . 
 

from the Partnership for Workforce Development for participating in 

our second annual Bridge the Gap Conference! 

Working together, we will make a difference in our children’s 

future, and make our region a better place to live, work and raise 

our families. 
 

Special thanks to CB&T for sponsoring the conference. 


